PLATE XXXIX
VIRGIL

1.   A FLOOR MOSAIC DISCOVERED IN AFRICA AT
UTHINA, near Carthage, in the villa of Laberius, a rich Roman
settler.    The mosaic represents the poet Virgil seated in an
arm-chair and holding on his knees the manuscript of the
Aeneid with the famous passage: * Musa, mini causas memora,
quo numine laeso*, &c.   To the left the Muse Clio (Muse of
history) reads from a roll; to the right Melpomene (Muse of
tragedy), with a tragic mask in her left hand and in the costume
of a tragic actor, leans on the back of Virgil's chair.    It is
worthy of note that in the 2nd cent. Virgil became the object
of a kind of cult.   2nd cent. A. D.   Bardo Museum, Tunis.

2.    PART  OF THE MURAL DECORATION OF THE
HOUSE OF MELEAGER OF POMPEII.    Queen Dido is
seated in an arm-chair.   Behind her stands the maid with an
umbrella.    Opposite her is the personification of Africa with
the skin of an elephant's head on her head.   Before Dido is
another maid giving her an ivory drinking-horn.   In the sea
the ship of Aeneas is leaving the harbour.    About 60 A.D.
Museum, Naples.